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flourish. In 1940, they negotiated the 
home of Camp Bowie, a World War II 
training camp for the Army, housing 
57,000 soldiers and civilians. After the 
camp closed, the Chamber created an 
industrial park that today houses 3M, 
Kohler, and other corporations which 
employ hundreds of people at their 
Brownwood facilities, greatly contrib-
uting to the prosperity of the commu-
nity. 

The Brownwood Chamber continues 
to serve as a vital organization within 
the community. I congratulate them 
on their centennial anniversary, and I 
am proud to represent Brownwood in 
Congress. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

IRAQ FORUM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, just a 
few hours ago, I heard moving 
testimonials about the impact of the 
Iraq war on real people, real families 
and real communities, both American 
and Iraqi. I organized a forum precisely 
to get beyond the statistics, the strat-
egy, and the abstractions, to under-
stand the devastating human cost of 
this war. 

We heard from Charlie Anderson, a 
former marine who suffers from post- 
traumatic stress disorder and now is a 
regional coordinator for Iraq Veterans 
Against the War. He spoke of the Gov-
ernment of the United States having 
failed the men and women it sent to 
war. 

He said, ‘‘I was completely untrained 
and unprepared for what I experienced 
in Iraq.’’ 

He told us, ‘‘In the 7 years preceding 
my deployment to the Middle East . . . 
I had not set foot in the desert or had 
any training on how to fight or survive 
there. I had fired my 9-millimeter serv-
ice pistol exactly once.’’ 

And this is the part that blew my 
mind, Mr. Speaker: Mr. Anderson added 
that after firing his weapon during one 
ambush, he said, ‘‘I was told I would 
not be issued replacement ammunition 
because there was none to be had. My 
platoon sergeant told me ‘do not shoot 
unless your death is imminent . . .’ ’’ 

Can you imagine that? The mighty 
United States military, the greatest 

fighting force in the world, essentially 
rationing bullets? 

Dahlia Wasfi, a doctor who is half 
Jewish and half Iraqi, offered a power-
ful historical analogy. She spoke of her 
mother’s relatives being driven from 
their native Austria to avoid Nazi con-
centration camps. ‘‘Never again’’ is the 
refrain we use when talking about the 
Holocaust. She then spoke of her fa-
ther’s relatives who are ‘‘not living, 
but dying, under the occupation of this 
administration’s deadly foray in Iraq.’’ 

She went on: ‘‘From the lack of secu-
rity to the lack of basic supplies to the 
lack of electricity to the lack of pota-
ble water to the lack of jobs to the lack 
of reconstruction to the lack of life, 
liberty, and pursuit of happiness, they 
are worse off now than before we in-
vaded. ‘Never again’ should apply to 
them, too.’’ 

An Iraqi civil engineer named Faiza 
also spoke to us. She fled occupied Iraq 
last summer after her son, a student, 
was detained for several days by the 
Ministry of the Interior without any 
charges being filed. 

‘‘He has a beard; so he was a suspect 
terrorist,’’ she said. 

Although they said he had com-
mitted no crimes, his family had to pay 
thousands of dollars to secure his re-
lease. How is that for the trans-
formation of power to freedom? 

Now she and her family are living as 
exiles in Jordan, driven away from ev-
erything that was once familiar to 
them. But the only other choice was to 
live in a country whose infrastructure 
has been completely torn down and 
never rebuilt. 

Mr. Speaker, in the name of these 
three brave souls, for the sake of 
human decency if nothing else, it is 
time to end this war, bring our troops 
home, and give Iraq back to the Iraqi 
people. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
ENGLISH) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

THE CONGRESSIONAL 
CONSTITUTION CAUCUS 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to claim the time of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
ENGLISH). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I am a mem-
ber of several caucuses here in the 
House. I am very proud to be so. But 
none of those caucuses, I think, are 

more important than the Congressional 
Constitution Caucus. 

All of us when we came here took an 
oath to uphold the Constitution of the 
United States. It is one of the greatest 
documents ever written, and one that 
has guided this country and stood us in 
good stead over the time that we have 
been a country. 

The Congressional Constitution Cau-
cus has a statement of its belief: We 
‘‘will be an effective forum to ensure 
that the Federal Government is oper-
ating under the intent of the 10th 
amendment of our Bill of Rights.’’ 

Those of us on the Congressional 
Constitution Caucus are very much 
concerned about the overreaching of 
the Federal Government. I have spoken 
on this issue before, but I think it is 
important that we continue to high-
light it for the American people. And I 
want to read the 10th amendment: 

‘‘The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are re-
served to the States respectively, or to 
the people.’’ 

These historic words penned by our 
Founding Fathers, some of the most in-
genious political minds this world has 
ever known, set forth an important 
principle. The Federal Government 
may exercise its specific powers listed 
in the Constitution, and the States and 
the people may exercise all remaining 
powers. 

Unfortunately, as the authors of the 
Constitution have long since passed, 
so, too, have many of their foundations 
for our system of government. Between 
an ever-expanding Federal bureaucracy 
that for decades has crept into many 
facets of traditionally locally con-
trolled government to a Federal judici-
ary that time and time again com-
pletely ignores the intent of the 10th 
amendment, the Federal Government 
has become wildly inefficient and is 
hemorrhaging tax dollars. 

Our caucus will point out that not 
only is State and local control over 
programs in line with the Constitution, 
it is a much more cost-effective and ef-
ficient way to provide many domestic 
services to American citizens. It is im-
perative that we highlight the need to 
return to a system intended under the 
reserve clause of the Constitution. 

And I want to point out several bills 
that have been introduced in this ses-
sion that are initiatives we hope that 
will move us forward in this regard. 
The first one is the Sunset Commission 
legislation. Congressman KEVIN BRADY 
has introduced two bills, both of which 
would establish a Sunset Commission 
to review the continued need for execu-
tive branch agencies and programs on a 
regular basis and make recommenda-
tions to the President to rein in the in-
evitable mission creep. 

b 1815 

Federal consent decree legislation, 
H.R. 1229. Congressman ROY BLUNT has 
introduced this legislation, the Federal 
Consent Decree Fairness Act, that 
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